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Operational Call Outs  March:-   
17th to 19th March -  Deployment to Meekatharra. 
Due to the impending impact of Cyclone Lua, Four Kalbarri volunteers deployed to meet up 
with other volunteers from Geraldton and Shark Bay. The combined group with FESA per-
sonal formed a 
pre-emptive 
strike team to be 
on location to 
provide any nec-
essary emer-
gency support to 
the Wiluna and 
Meekatharra re-
gions in the 
event that Lua 
caused Storm 
damage.  
On the Saturday afternoon, the predictions were that Lua would be a category 1 cyclone 
passing through Wiluna on the following day. Lua reduced in strength to a tropical low and 
in the event the teams services were not required. 
17th March  - A team of five rope rescue volun-
teers were mobilized to go to Ellen Pool east of 
Geraldton. They were stood down prior to reach-
ing their destination when the person in difficulty 
had been retrieved.  
21st March  - A ‘Willy - Willy’ ripped the roof off a 
laundry in Kalbarri. A group of volunteers made 
the roof safe and boarded up broken windows. 
 

Training : 
12th March - A three stage ‘bullring’ training night 
with Vehicle familiarisation, rope belay from the 
training tower, Clark’s mast erection and Radio 
testing. Atmospheric conditions must have been 
ideal as half way through we established commu-
nications with Harvey SES (1,000 km away) who 
were also doing radio training!  - Normally UHF 
transmission are line of sight and have a range of 
around 80km when using the repeater!  
26th  - March. A Search & Rescue Scenario was 
held near the fishing boat pens. Once found the 
’victim’ had to be transported across a stretch of 
water using a Larkin frame and Tryolean rope res-
cue configuration.  
31st  - March.  A full weekend Radio Communica-
tions course was run by Kalbarri’s Trainers  with 
Volunteers from Geraldton SES also attending.  
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24th  - 25th March.  For community sup-

port of Kalbarri June Carnival and Festi-

val, part  of  which  incorporates  the  

300th anniversary of the wreck of the 

Zuytdorp, Kalbarri SES will escort dignitar-

ies to the wreck site as part of the event.  

As a prelude to this Kalbarri reconnoitred 

the safest route to the site, 85km north of 

Kalbarri, and at the same time conducted 

training activities. 
 

Preparation for the trip included logistics 

for the two day trip, map and navigation 

for the potential routes. Also, obtaining all 

the associated permissions and access 

permits. 

Eleven Kalbarri SES members went on 

the trip in two SES troopy’s and two pri-

vate 4WD vehicles. The first day involved 

travelling over rugged tracks and checking 

out for potential camp sites for the eve-

ning near the coast. At one location just 

outside restricted areas, a rope training 

exercise was conducted off one of the rugged cliffs.  

With a fully qualified instruc-

tor two of the newest mem-

bers went over the edge for 

the first time. The wreck site 

was visited and the next 

day on the return journey 

the SES girls learnt how to 

change a flat tyre..- [Mac Holt]    

April  2012 Training/Activity schedule :-  
Date   Time Activity        Organiser(s) 
Weekend 31/03 - 1/04 Communications Course      Steve C/Mac/Steve D 
Monday 16th 18:45`Table top mapping plus night navigation   Mac 
Weekend 21st 22nd NURE Navigation Course     Mac/Rae/Steve D/AdeKleer 
Monday 30th  18:45 First Aid & Scenario      Steve C 

Want to learn new skills?   -   Are you up to the challenge ?   -   Then phone 0417994277. 


