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Operational Call Outs  January:-   
 

Weekend 11th - 13th :- 
Cyclone Norelle was threatening the North 
West, North West Cape and possibly the Gas-
coyne coast. Kalbarri SES was on standby to 
provide an experienced pre-emptive strike team 
to travel to Carnarvon as a potential staging 
post for deployment in our Mid-West/Gascoyne 
regions north.  
We deployed with a team of 9 experienced vol-
unteers to Carnarvon on Friday lunchtime, with 
equipment, tools and resources to meet possi-
ble requirements.  
After a situation briefing by the DFES regional 
manager the team was put on standby until the 
morning as the modeling of Norelle’s path was 
not predicted to approach the coast within the 
next 24 hours. The next morning with no immi-
nent cyclone land fall, the team took out the lo-
cal SES boats for training drills in the Gascoyne 
river’s estuary. In the afternoon there was some 
concern that remote fishing camp spots on the 
Quobba station coast may not be aware of po-
tential storms and tide surges. So the team 
travelled up to the coast with a couple of de-
ployed country police officers. After warning 
coastal fisher’s camps, a tempting cliff area was 
encountered so the rope rescue gear was 
unloaded and rope rescue practice was con-
ducted. The two police jumped at the chance to 
be instructed in their first ever abseil.  
Before returning to Carnarvon the local Sydney Memorial and blowholes were visited.  
Late the next morning, Norelle’s path modeling indicated it would stay off shore - so we re-
turned to Kalbarri glad that we were ready, but not needed to assist with any devastation. 



  

February  2013 Activities 
Date   Time Activity         Organiser(s) 
Monday 4th  18:45`Abseil/Rescue + First Aid/Rescue Scenario     SteveC/SteveD 
Monday 18th 18:45 New personnel Basic Radio, Compass, Mapping, Search  SteveD/Dan 
    GPS, Radio - HF (Beacon, Cell Call, telephone Interconnect) Mac/Rae 
 

 Want to learn new skills? - Are you up to the challenge ? -  Join us - phone 0417994277. 

Kalbarri SES report - February 2013 (continued). 
 

Australia Day activities -  
On the foreshore there was no 
mistaking the orange display tent 
of the local SES. Inside there were 
displays of our activities and a roll-
ing slide show summarizing our 
actions over the last year, includ-
ing operations (travelling through-
out the Mid-West/Gascoyne), our 
training and other community ac-
tivities. Also on display was some 
of our equipment, technology and 
‘Barry’ our dummy suspended 
from a rope rescue Larkin Frame 
on top of one of our vehicles.  
The display was manned in shifts 
by our volunteers throughout the 
day (caught in the act - 3 of our 
girls putting on a dance show)!  
We had also organized an emer-
gency services exercise involving 
SES, VMR, Ambo’s and Police.  
A simulated boat fire required in-
water rescues by the VMR and 
SES stretchering a ‘casualty’ to 
shore by flood boat and escorting 
the stretcher on Police quad bike 
along the beach to the waiting 
Ambo volunteers, watched with 
attentive interest by the local com-
munity holiday crowd. [Mac Holt] 


