
  

December  2011 Training/Activity schedule :-  
Date   Time Activity        Organiser(s) 
Monday 12th 18:45 Rope skill refresher training/qualifications—Maintenance Steve C / Steve D 
Saturday 17th  End of Year Wind up /Presentation      All 

S E S 
STATE   EMERGENCY   SERVICE   -   KALBARRI 
 

December 2011 

Operational Call Outs  November:-   
On Friday 18th we were called out for a search for a missing person at Petrudor Rocks 
(about 40km South East of Dalwallinu in 
the wheatbelt).  
A team left Kalbarri on Friday evening for 
Geraldton, caught a bus at 4am Satur-
day morning, for the four hour drive to 
the search location, with other Mid-West 
units from Geraldton, Morawa and Use-
less Loop.  
This location was a 750 acre area of 
bush in the middle of hundreds of kilo-
meters of wheat and other crops just 
about ready for harvest.  
 

At the mobile search centre we joined 
other units from Perth. The Police mobile 
incident control centre in the middle of the search area 
was well organized and the logistics and searcher sup-
port were excellent..  
For two days we pushed through very thick bush 
(sometimes having to crawl through some areas) in 
hot conditions.  
The local bush flies were a nuisance and very friendly. 
 

Articles, identified as belonging to the missing person, 
had been found - but the missing person was not.  
The bus journey back to Geraldton, on the Sunday af-
ternoon, was quiet as most ‘snoozed’ after the missed 
sleep and the two days of strenuous activity. Then the 
two hour drive back to Kalbarri. The result was not 
successful - but we did give it our best shot…. 
 

Welcome to new unit members : 
Jo and Daniel Hope, Shelby Arnould, Frank Rystenberg, Brenton Roland and Jennifer 
Donaldson  have recently joined Kalbarri SES -  great to welcome three couples to the team.  
 
November Training : 
NURE vehicle and bush navigation in the dark was held with the challenge of finding num-
bered pavers lying out there, using just a local map, compass and taught skills. 
Water Bomber refill refresher training at the local airport was held before the start of the im-
pending bush fire season - see next pages. 
Search formations and techniques was held in local bush on 28th November.- [Mac Holt]     

Cindy helping out with fly spray and sun cream. 

Keith had a different approach ! 



  

Kalbarri SES - Water bomber refill skills honed with DEC. 
 
Every year prior to the main bush fire season all emergency service groups hone their train-
ing skills. The VFRS and DEC in Kalbarri are the hazard managers for fires in the National 
Park and surrounding areas. They are the guys at the 'sharp end' in the hot, dangerous con-
ditions that always exist in the hot weather 'fire season'. 

 

To support the 'front line troops' are the SES who, when required, provide mainly communi-
cations and logistics support. Just one of these support activities is water bomber refill. 

 
Each year, prior to the main bush fire season, a training and refresher water bomber refill 
course is held at Kalbarri airport.  
The standard operating procedures are checked for access, equipment and personnel ac-
tivities and aircraft safety procedures are reviewed and updated as required. 
 
The water bombers are called in to help control the 'hot spots' which threaten to take control 
of the fire. The water bombers need to cycle through in short time, being refilled on the 
ground to replenish their loads of water and fire retardant foam.  
The SES volunteers and DEC employees, train to support the VFRS in their fire fighting ac-
tivities. 



  

Kalbarri SES - Water bomber refill skills honed with DEC (continued). 
 
This co-operation between the combined 
emergency services, has been shown 
many times in the past where SES sup-
port the VFRS during fires and the VFRS 
support the SES during floods (as an ex-
ample communications and sand bag-
ging support during last year's floods). 
Also, where required all emergency ser-
vices including the VMR, Ambo's and Po-
lice all work together to protect the peo-
ple in the community. 
 

Now every DEC employee and most of 
the Kalbarri SES can confidently provide 
this support service to the 'Firies' during 
the upcoming 'fire season' when needed. 
 

Involved in this latest refresher training 
were :-  
SES volunteers Brandon Bickford, John 
Brandenberg, Mark Broome and Mac 
Holt. DEC employees Mike Paxman, 
Russel Asplund, Colin Baker, Bill Tolson 
and Danny Shilling. .  . - [Mac Holt] . 


