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July 2013 

Operational Call Outs  :-  Sunday 30th June 
 
With a big ocean swell a small boat was overturned with two people on board, in the 
‘washing machine’ which is the Kalbarri river mouth.  
One person was rescued by VMR with their jet ski and received medical attention from an 
‘off-duty’ ambulance officer.  
On the reef the other person, received prolonged resuscitation and expert medical attention 
but could not be revived.  
The SES flood boat proved to be the ideal vessel as the crew were able to maneuver them-
selves alongside the reef on the estuary side in a ‘walk-on-walk-off’ position. This enabled 
efficient recovery of the deceased and shipment with medical personnel back to the waiting 
ambulance at the jetty. 
The flood boat returned to the scene and working with a local cray boat, recovered the over-
turned boat, and all debris.  
 
The rescue and recover operation was performed by a combination of local emergency ser-
vices - working together - Police, VMR, SES, St Johns Ambulance, Doctors, and local boat 
people.   
 
Training and Community Activities: 
 
2nd June - Canoe and 
Cray Carnival. 
The community event 
was supported by SES 
volunteers with organi-
zation, setup assis-
tance and dressing up 
as pirates as part of the 
event activities. Also 
providing river safety 
for canoe races and 
water events. 
 
8th-9th June Search Team members course in Shark Bay was attended by Phil and Sandy 
who both passed with flying colours. 
 
18th June Setting up our new storage facility was completed with removal of the equipment 
‘cage’ and shelving from our main garage, re-utilizing the old shelving to build new storage 
on the mezzanine floor of the new store and stocking up with tarps, ropes, and other equip-
ment. 
24th June - WAERN Radio communications training. 
 
Donation Thank You 
 
The Tiny Tots Playgroup closed down and kindly donated remaining funds to Kalbarri SES. 



  

July  2013 Activities 
Date   Time Activity         Organiser(s) 
Monday 8th  18:45 ‘Round Robin’ 1st Aid, Stretcher use, AED/Oxy-Viva   SteveC 
Sunday 14th  16:00 DFES Commissioner Visit      Mac 
Weekend 21st-22nd SRR (Single Rope Rescue) Full 2 day Course in Kalbarri  Steve C 
Monday 29th 18:45 Scenario - Out there!       SteveC/Phil 

 Want to learn new skills? - Are you up to the challenge ? -  Join us - phone 0417994277. 

Kalbarri SES report - July 2013 (continued). 
 

Cliff Rescue Team Leaders Course… 
 

A state wide Kalbarri 5 day cliff rescue team lead-
ers course was held in Kalbarri on the weekend of 
21st - 25th June. This is a high skill level, exhaus-
tive course for the experienced cliff rescue volun-
teers to identify the next generation of team lead-
ers capable of running such rescues. There were 
SES volunteers and DFES instructors from the 
South West, Pilbara, Mid West and Metropolitan 
regions. The course included day and night time 
rescue challenges. Kalbarri was used because it 
has the facilities and local natural resources to run 
such a course, including Gregory Rock (4WD ac-
cess only) and Hawks Head. 
Kalbarri SES volunteers provided ‘in-the-bush’ 
catering including freshly prepared lunches and 
evening BBQ meals for the 16 people involved 
with the course. The night time BBQ at Gregory 
Rock necessitated setting up a remote kitchen 
with all the required facilities including power and 
lighting. The local butcher, baker, fruit/vegetable 
and both supermarkets were sourced each day to 
provide the necessary ingredients. [Mac Holt] 


