
  

October  2011 training schedule :-  
Date   Time Activity        Organiser(s) 
Monday 14th 18:45 Map & Nav Bush Exercise     Mac 
Weekend 18/20  Search Team Leader/Team Member in Geraldton  Regional 
Monday 28th 18:45 General Rescue round robbin     Steve C/Steve D 

Want to learn new skills?   -   Are you up to the challenge ?   -   Then phone 0417994277. 

S E S 
STATE   EMERGENCY   SERVICE   -   KALBARRI 
 

November 2011 

Operational Call Outs  October:-  None  
 

October Training : 
A Regional weekend course for Navigation in Urban and Rural Environ-
ments (NURE) was held in Geraldton. Kalbarri had a Trainer/Assessor 
and two students on the course with other students from Eneabba, 
Meekatharra, Geraldton, Shark Bay and Useless Loop.   One day of 
theory and short practical sessions was followed by a day of bush com-
pass navigation exercise north east of Geraldton. Kalbarri’s Loni & 
Brandon Bickford both passed - now, no excuses if they ever get lost. 
 

Steve Duncan (Cliff Rescue Team Leader) travelled to Tom Price, to 
train/assist during a Regional Cliff Rescue Course held for other units. 
 

An evenings refresher round robin train-
ing was held with a recap of knots in-
structed by the units youngest mem-
ber,17 year old Brandon Bickford. 
He has become one of the stalwarts of 
the rope and cliff rescue team and still 
makes time for the SES whilst studying 
for his TEE.   
A refresher communications radio train-
ing with the HF radio was part of the 
round robin, making long distance radio 
calls and calls to mobiles phones. The 
final part of the round robin was a first 
aid refresher where trauma ‘injuries’ had 
to be assessed, appropriate action 
taken, patient monitoring and full vital 
signs had had to be recorded.    
The round robin was followed by an industrial  rescue scenario, where 
the flexibility of the training tower was utilised. An ‘injured’ person  had 
to be accessed via a hatchway (as if in a tank or hull of a ship) , first aid 
administered, then the victim stretched up through the narrow hatch. 
 

Kalbarri - finalist in the State Team of the Year Award. 
 

Kalbarri SES when asked to mobilise to FESA operational requests has 
done so on every occasion throughout the last year, full of storms and 
floods, from as far afield as the Kimberley to Perth. 
 

More details on next page  - plus Flood Boat training scenario. .- [Mac Holt]     



  

Kalbarri SES - finalist in the State Team of the Year Award. 
 

FESA Assistant Chief Operations Officer Gary Gifford said "The finalists had each shown 
their commitment and dedication to the community and it is wonderful to see them recog-
nised for their valuable work. These awards give us the opportunity to acknowledge those 
volunteers who have gone above and beyond the call of duty. Their efforts are extraordinary 
and I offer my congratulations, not only to the award finalists, but to every SES volunteer 
across the state," Mr Gifford said.  
Nominees were judged on their dedication to duty, involvement in development or imple-
mentation of programs, contribution to the service and excellence in preparedness, re-
sponse and safety at an incident. The Team Achievement Award will be announced at the 
SES State Awards night on Saturday 12th November at the Burswood complex in Perth.  
 

Kalbarri SES volunteers provided teams for 18 operations in one 14 week period between 
last December and March. These operations involved floods, storm damage, land searches, 
search/rescue from gorges and more. These call outs required travelling to Broome, Carnar-
von (3 times), Billabong, Northampton, Geraldton, York and throughout Kalbarri's own 1,000 
square kilometre back yard.  
With four instructor/trainers in the unit most of the courses and skill based refresher training, 
have been conducted in-house. Now, within the Kalbarri SES unit there are members quali-
fied in every discipline for which the unit is expected to be able to provide expertise in any 
task set them, anywhere in the State. 
All forms of rope and cliff rescue; storm and flood support including roof safety, chainsaw, 
flood boat skippers; 4WD techniques, 4WD recovery and quad bike capabilities (formal po-
lice course); Land search, General Rescue, Water Bomber Refill, Air Observers qualifica-
tions. And backing this up, Navigation (NURE), Communications, Operations, AIIMS, Team 
Leaders, Trainers and Assesors qualifications.  
 

A Flood Boat training scenario was conducted in the rain and 
growing dusk on the Murchison river, when the FESA media 
crew came to video our flood boat capabilities to show at the 
awards night presentations. A small boat ‘fire’ required two 
different rescues - one a stretcher rescue from the water, the 
other a regular man overboard recovery. This was followed 
by a night time search and flood boat stretcher recovery of an 

‘injured’ person from 
the far side of the 
river. 
Thanks go to Rob 
Curic and Adrian 
Bowler for their will-
ing support and help 
during the exercise. 


