
  

S E S 
STATE   EMERGENCY   SERVICE   -   KALBARRI 
 

March 2011 

Call Outs :-   
 
Due to the wild weather 
(associated probably with Cyclone 
Bianca) storm damage was experi-
enced in the Mid West Region of 
W.A.  
 

Two Kalbarri SES teams were dis-
patched to clear roads, blocked by 
trees, roofs damaged and unsafe in 
Northampton and Geraldton.  
 

The Kalbarri team has extensive 
training and experience in rope res-
cue and storm damage roof safety 
systems. These were employed with 
confidence to the full, in these op-
erations. 
 
Power Poles were snapped off at 
their bases, only being held up by 
the power lines themselves. This 
gives a good indication of the wind 
forces in play. 
Trees were down - so chain saws 
we employed. Training on the river 
road in Kalbarri meant that even re-
cent unit members had practical ex-
perience of their use. 
 
A specialist team of four roof safety 
members drove down to York. 
 
What they found was extensive dev-
astation with complete roofs ripped 
off by the previous days severe 
winds. 
 
Huge trees were ripped out by their 
roots and had fallen on buildings. 
These had to be  chain-sawed into 
workable sections so that they could 
be man-handled and removed from 
the premises before other measures 
such as providing temporary cover-
age with tarpaulins.  
[continued on next page]   



  

SES report (continued) 
 

York/Northam: 
 

The two story roofs  were ob-
viously the most dangerous 
to work on. Full PPE, rope 
rescue harness, hard hats, 
gloves and safe  anchoring to 
prevent any danger of falling 
were essential. 
 
Some homes lost their whole 

roof and took and hour or two 

to ‘tarp up’ to prevent any fur-

ther weather water damage 

Devastation to around 90 
homes occurred in the York/
Northam arera.  
 

Carnarvon: 
 
On Friday 18th a team of six 
Kalbarri SES volunteer mem-
bers hitched a ride on a big 
helicopter on its way to Car-
narvon.  
The flood levels were less 
than those in December but 
with the threat of the cyclone 
Diana and the possibility of 
more rain in the Gascoyne 
catchment area the team was 
requested by FESA. 
The team provided the re-
quired operations centre 
management, radio and di-
rect support to the local and 
remote communities. 
 
The team worked closely with 
local SES, and other emer-
gency service groups. 
 
With smaller helicopters the 
team worked on rescues of 
flood victims. Thankfully no 
where near as many as in De-
cember as Diana did not 
come near the town and 
moved out to sea. 
(continued) 



  

SES report (continued) 
 

Carnarvon: 
 

Medical evacuations by helicopter of peo-
ple stranded by flood waters was also 
needed. In one case this could not be done 
by the Flying Doctor as the remote air 
strips could not be used. So small helicop-
ters had to be used - sometimes travelling 
hundreds of kilometers to bring the sick pa-
tients safely to hospital.  
Support for remote communities involved 
organizing and transporting essential sup-
plies of medications, food and water.  
The remotest community services was 
100km north of Meekatharra and involved 
several refueling stops by the helicopter. 
 
Other activities involved checking the flood 
levels around low lying areas, checking the 
levees for any damage and mapping road 
damage and access.  
 
One call from a lady in Geraldton (recently 
widowed) was of concern for her house 
trailer in Plantation Caravan Park. It so 
happened we had a team on its way to 
check out this area and we were able to 
tell her that her home was safe and dry 
within about 20 minutes of her request  
 
Following the flood damage 2 months ago 
to Gascoyne Junction and surrounding sta-
tions, most homes were totally inundated. 
People had been sleeping on concrete 
shed floors for weeks with no beds or furni-
ture.  
Donated furniture had been shipped to 
Gascoyne Junction by truck and was then 
loaded on the big helicopter by the SES 
and shipped to isolated homesteads, which 
had already received their essential food 
supplies. 
 
With most of the normal seats taken out there was not much room for the guys - but  with an 
arm chair on board, Mark Broome travelled in first class! .   - [Mac Holt] 

March 2011 training schedule :-  
Date   Time Activity         Organiser(s) 
Monday 14th  1845 Communications (Theory / Practical)     Steve / Mac 
Monday 28th  1845 First Aid (Theory / Scenarios)       Steve C / Steve D 

Want to learn new skills?   -   Are you up to the challenge ?   -   Then phone 0417994277. 



  

Murchison River flooding 
 

The Kalbarri Local Emergency Management Committee and other local groups,  co-
ordinated by the SES, as the managing authority for flooding, has been obtaining forecasts 
from Bureau of Meteorology, Department of Water, FESA, Landgate and other organisa-
tions. Following the large flood in 2006 and the smaller flood in December 2010, plans, 
maps and diagrams have been prepared for various levels of flooding which may be en-
countered in the Murchison River. This is now the flood plan for our town. 
 

BOM issued the following Flood Warning for the Murchison River Catchment :- 
Issued at 1:01 PM on Saturday the 26th of February 2011 Western Australia Flood Warning 
Centre  
Moderate to major flooding continues in the upper Murchison River catchment. 
The peak river height is currently in the Meeberrie/Wooleen Road area. 
Levels of inundation indicate that flood levels downstream of this area will be lower than the 
March 2006 major flood. They are expected to be higher than the most recent December 
2010 minor flood levels. 
Flood waters will continue to slowly move downstream towards Kalbarri over the 
next 8 days. 
 
FESA State Emergency Service (SES) advises people to stay away from flood water and 
extra care should be taken near floodways. Watch water levels. Some roads may be im-
passable, obey road closure signs and do not drive into water of unknown depth and cur-
rent.  Floodwaters are dangerous and you should not walk, swim or play in them.  For SES 
assistance call 132 500.  For more safety tips visit www.fesa.wa.gov.au .  
 

Current river levels are available from Department of Water at www.water.wa.gov.au. 
This advice is available by dialling 1300 659 213. Warnings, rainfall and river 
information are available at www.bom.gov.au/wa/flood 
 

The following composite plan reflects the information provided by BOM and other groups. 
The timings are based on the 2006 peak levels and are those to Murchison House Station. 



  

Murchison River flooding (continued) 
 

Kalbarri town site, unlike Carnarvon, is not built on a flood plane and is not likely to suffer 
severe flooding levels. In 2006 the Murchison House Station homestead was flooded and 
some minor flooding was experienced near the fishing boat jetties opposite the post office. 
In December 2010 the flood reached within 600mm of the Murchison House Homestead and 
resulted in minor flooding near the fishing boat pens. 
 
The Bureau of Meteorology advice is that the water already in the Murchison catchment 
area will peak around 8th to 10th March and will be lower than 2006 levels. This means that 
there may be flood inundation at Murchison House - but only minor flooding in Kalbarri itself.  
 
This advice is based on the best available information at this time - as the floodwaters flow 
down the river this may change as more accurate data becomes available.  
The only specific monitoring station we have is at Emu Springs (just before the river drops 
down into the gorges).  
In December 2010 the level at this stations was 6.2 metres at it’s peak, reported by the BOM 
site or 16.2 metres as reported by the Department of Water site (they use a different datum 
point of 10 metres - so the information is the same). 
The March 2006 flood heights reported by BOM at Emu Springs was around 7.8 metres  
To check the EMU springs monitoring station levels use the internet to log onto  web site 
http://www.bom.gov.au/wa and select ‘Rainfall and River Conditions’ or Department of Wa-
ter http://www.water.wa.gov.au/idelve/rms/ for river monitoring stations. 
At the BOM site you can also get the daily updated reports from BOM by selecting ‘Flood 
Warning - Murchison River catchment’ .  
 
So what is going to happen ?  
The specifics are not set in concrete as changing conditions may require modification .. 

• All infrastructure is in place with trucks, front-end loaders, sand, sandbags, black plas-
tic rolls, etc. 

• All Kalbarri affected groups have been notified of plans. 

• Storm drains will be blocked to prevent inflow from the river as it rises. 

• Murchison House station homestead is likely to need sandbagging and contents re-
moved to higher ground. 

• If the river flow and levels result in dangerous conditions for small boats then the boat 
ramps will be closed to recreational fishing vessels possibly 5th / 6th March (or before). 

• The landback jetty development is in danger of being flooded yet again. 

• Power and fuel at the refuelling jetty is likely to be turned off at dangerous times. 

• The river road and tracks through paradise flats and further will be closed. 

• If conditions dictate then a levee will be put in place opposite the post office and the 
road closed on Grey Street from Clotworthy Street and also Anchorage Lane . 

• If the fishing boat pens go under water and the river mouth becomes dangerous or 
silted up then DPI will issue a notice to close the river to all traffic including commercial 
operators. 

• The ‘brown river’ is likely to only retreat slowly and could last for weeks. 

• The BOM flood warning is based on current catchment water conditions - if additional 
rainfall is experienced in the catchment then levels could be higher than predicted. 

 
The advice to all river users is to make yourself aware of the river conditions and warnings 
provided by appropriate agencies and don’t put yourself in danger.  
 
The data and warnings provided here are for public information and awareness. - [Mac Holt]  


