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THEY'VE been swooping in to save the
day during storm and tempest and lead-
ing the search for lost loved ones for 33
years, but for the men and women of
Rockingham State Emergency Services,
it's all in a day's (or late night's) work.

Work is a relative term, though, be-
cause while there's no
shortage of hard graft,
the 74 members of
Rockingham SES do it

for love – not for money.
Rockingham has one of the biggest

SES units in WA.
During the brutal storms that hit

Rockingham and Kwinana in June, 450
emergency services personnel were
based at the unit.

Between June 10 and 13,
the Rockingham unit alone
racked up 2000 volunteer
hours while help-
ing with the
clean-up.

Rockingham volunteers have also re-
sponded to interstate
and international
incidents, in-
cluding Cy-
clone Yasi,
the Moora
floods and
last year's

Bluff
Knoll
hiker
search.

At last year’s annual general meeting,
members calculated the unit had been a
second home to more than 400 
volunteers since its inception.

Courier journalist Laura 
Tomlinson spent a training

night at the Rockingham
depot to see just what

made the unit tick. 

■ See pages 6 and 7
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Rockingham SES members
Laura Brabazon, Ian Dillon and

Ant Rees do a rooftop exercise. 
Picture: Matthew Poon 
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Streets left in the dark
FFAAUULLTTYY  LLIIGGHHTTSS  NNEEAARR  SSTTAATTIIOONN

Laura Tomlinson

HALF the street lights around

Wellard Train Station and the

Village at Wellard are broken or

faulty, Kwinana MLA Roger

Cook says.

A survey of lights directly be-

hind and to the west of the sta-

tion indicated 81 street lights

were not operational.

The Strand, the main en-

trance road into the station, had

the highest number of faulty

lights. Only six on the street

work, with 21 out of action.

Mr Cook said the lack of light-

ing affected community safety

for pedestrians and residents.

“Apart from making the

streets darker, it also creates the

impression the community is

being neglected,” Mr Cook said.

Town of Kwinana Mayor

Carol Adams said all street light-

Carol Adams said all street light-
ing in the area was managed by

Western Power.

“Naturally, the Town would

be very concerned if a large

amount of street lights in a con-

centrated area was not opera-

tional as this would pose a safety

concern to the community,” she

said. “We have contacted West-

ern Power and requested it ad-

dress this issue as a matter of

priority to ensure the safety of

Wellard residents.”

Between May 7 and August 7,

only three of the 27 complaints

about street lights made to the

Town have been from Wellard.

A spokesman for Western

Power confirmed the lights were

owned and maintained by the

company, but said no fault calls

had been received for the lights.

had been received for the lights.

“However, these have now

been raised with the Street

Lights team and should be at-

tended to within five working

days,” he said.

“Western Power is reliant on

its customers for reporting street

lights as faulty. 

“Until these have been exam-

ined, we will not be able to know

how many faults were due to

vandalism.” 
Mr Cook said he was “sur-

prised” Western Power were un-

aware of the faulty lights, and

questioned whether cost cutting

was to blame.

If residents notice a faulty

street light, they can contact the

Town on 9236 4350 or Western

Power on 1800 622 008.

Darkness falls... Kwinana MP Roger Cook on The Strand. Darkness falls... Kwinana MP Roger Cook on The Strand. 
Picture: Neil Mulligan www.communitypix.com.au   d385017

Streets left in the dark
FFAAUULLTTYY  LLIIGGHHTTSS  NNEEAARR  SSTTAATTIIOONN

Laura Tomlinson

HALF the street lights around

Wellard Train Station and the

Village at Wellard are broken or

faulty, Kwinana MLA Roger

Cook says.

A survey of lights directly be-

hind and to the west of the sta-

tion indicated 81 street lights

were not operational.

The Strand, the main en-

trance road into the station, had

the highest number of faulty

lights. Only six on the street

work, with 21 out of action.

Mr Cook said the lack of light-

ing affected community safety

for pedestrians and residents.

“Apart from making the

streets darker, it also creates the

impression the community is

being neglected,” Mr Cook said.

Town of Kwinana Mayor

Carol Adams said all street light-

ing in the area was managed by

Western Power.

“Naturally, the Town would

be very concerned if a large

amount of street lights in a con-

centrated area was not opera-

tional as this would pose a safety

concern to the community,” she

said. “We have contacted West-

ern Power and requested it ad-

dress this issue as a matter of

priority to ensure the safety of

Wellard residents.”

Between May 7 and August 7,

only three of the 27 complaints

about street lights made to the

Town have been from Wellard.

A spokesman for Western

Power confirmed the lights were

owned and maintained by the

company, but said no fault calls

had been received for the lights.

“However, these have now

been raised with the Street

Lights team and should be at-

tended to within five working

days,” he said.

“Western Power is reliant on

its customers for reporting street

lights as faulty. 

“Until these have been exam-

ined, we will not be able to know

how many faults were due to

vandalism.” 

Mr Cook said he was “sur-

prised” Western Power were un-

aware of the faulty lights, and

questioned whether cost cutting

was to blame.

If residents notice a faulty

street light, they can contact the

Town on 9236 4350 or Western

Power on 1800 622 008.

Darkness falls... Kwinana MP Roger Cook on The Strand. Darkness falls... Kwinana MP Roger Cook on The Strand. 
Picture: Neil Mulligan www.communitypix.com.au   d385017

Media Monitors Client Service
Centre 1300 880 082

Copyright Agency Ltd (CAL)
licenced copy

Weekend Courier - Rockingham, Perth
17 Aug 2012, by Laura Tomlinson

Regional Changes - Kwinana, page 1 - 910.92 cm²
Suburban - circulation 34,012 (----F--)

ID 158883146 PAGE   2 of 2


