
SES volunteers
just want to give

WHETHER they’ve been in the SES
for six years or six months, the rea-
son most volunteers offer up their
time is simple - they want to give
something back.

Rockingham’s team trains for
hours every Wednesday at every-
thing from first aid and resuscita-
tion to use of heavy equipment,
how to carry a 90kg dummy on a
stretcher, how to repair roofs and
patch damage, search, rescue and
navigation and even how to spot a
missing person from an aeroplane.

Waikiki resident and mother of
three Raelene Keatley joined the
unit 18 months ago after her friend
encouraged her to give it a go.

“My children are off my hands
and I had a lot of time on my hands
so I thought I’d like to come out in
the community and help,” she said.

Rescue manager Ant Reese,
from Kwinana, joined the SES in Vic-
toria in 2006 and moved to Rock-
ingham about three years ago.

He said he didn’t volunteer for
the adrenaline rush, but “just be-
cause I can”.

“It seems a shame to sit around
on your backside and do nothing
when you can get out and do some-
thing,” he said.

Ant said a few jobs had “really
stuck with him”, including a fatality
where a car went through a house
and killed a man while he slept.

“Less so for the job than the af-
termath of it where the person re-
sponsible was dealt with very light-
ly by the courts; that was quite
frustrating,” he said.

“The looks on the faces of people
when you’re there at three in the
morning and you’ve patched their
roof up, is really heart-warming.”
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